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     MFU in Brief 

      Overview 
Mae Fah Luang University (MFU) welcomes international scholars to apply 
for its Visiting Scholars Programme. 

The programme is designed for international scholars who wish to be at 
MFU for 3-4 months or 1 semester, during which time they will interact 
with faculty members, students and staff. 

The programme allows scholars to expand their academic and personal 
goals: While learning about the students, academic structures, customs, 
history and society of other countries, scholars also have the opportunity 
to take advantage of abundant resources to enrich their developments,  
while contributing their own knowledge and insight to the learning of 
others.

MFU was established as an autonomous public institution 
under the Royal Charter in 1998, with financial support from  
the Royal Thai Government. It was created to meet the needs of  
the people in the north of Thailand and GMS, and to commemorate  
the gracious contribution of Her Royal Highness Princess Srinagarindra,  
the late Princess Mother, lovingly known to her subjects as “Mae Fah Luang.”  

From its inaugural class of 62 students in 1998 to now, MFU has become 
Thailand’s fastest growing tertiary institution with an enrolment of over 
12,000 students. After little over a decade of operation, it is already 
well-known for the high quality of its teaching, research, and service to  
the people of the North of  Thailand, and the region as a whole.
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     Pre - Departure

     While at MFU

Checklist
After being accepted as a visiting scholar, your next step will be to prepare 
yourself for coming to Thailand and to MFU.  Before departing from your 
home country, it is important that you have:

- Obtained or updated your passport. (Make sure the expiration date on 
    your passport, as well as on any accompanying dependents’ passports, 
   is at least six months beyond the end date of your grant.
- Acquired an updated list of your contacts at MFU.
- Reviewed and updated your medical history. 
- Reviewed and updated your medical insurance and health, accident, 
   and sickness benefits.
- Obtained air tickets for travel.
- Informed your institution of your departure, return,  and other relevant 
   details.
- Packed all essential items.
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The school will provide you with the list of agreed activities, 
research project information, courses for instruction, and 
schedules, in addition to any other necessary information.  

As aforementioned, on-campus housing will be provided (or, if 
not available, nearby housing in apartments and hotels within  
the university network). 

Other benefits will be provided as agreed between the visiting scholar 
and MFU.  



Taxi Metre Service

Travelling to MFU 

Website:   www.taxichiangrai.net
Contact Centre:       +66 (0) 8 9557 1526, +66 (0) 8 2484 0321

Service Charge        20 THB per time (when contacting the call centre)
After that                  10 THB per kilometres

MFU will provide a pickup service for the visiting scholar after arriving 
at the Mae Fah Luang - Chiang Rai International Airport. A member of 
staff will be waiting with a university van. If the visiting scholar prefers  
to organize their own transportation to the university, a number 
of different Chiang Rai Taxi services will be available at the airport.  
MFU is a short 10-15 minute journey from the airport, which will cost  
150 THB to 300 THB depending on your choice of taxi company.  
The visiting scholar should discuss with the driver prior to the journey 
to agree on either a set rate or taxi meter rate. Other forms of public 
transportation are not conveniently available near the airport. 

     Arrival 
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Weather
- Cool Season   (November - February)       10 - 20 °C
- Hot Season  (March - June)       27 - 36 °C
- Rainy Season  (July - October)       20 - 28 °C
                          (www.tourismthailand.org)



MAP FROM CHIANG RAI CITY TO MFU
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MAP FROM CHIANG RAI CITY TO MFU
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      Accommodation
General Information

Room Features

Housekeeping and in-room service

Security and Welfare

Bathroom Facilities

Kitchen Facilities

The university guesthouse provides studio type apartment rooms 
combining the living room, bedroom, and kitchenette into a single 
room.

- Bed       - Mattress  - Wardrobe  - Sofa
- Air-conditioner     - Fan  - Television

- Complimentary bottled water
- Cleaning service once a week

- Daily breakfast
- 24-hour security
- Laundry service (please contact front desk)
          20 THB   per washing load or
           500 THB   per month for laundry service
- Free Wi-Fi internet
- Light warning system on every floor

- Water heater
- Tab water. (It is not advised to drink it, but it is safe for making hot 
  drinks when it has been boiled.)

- Refrigerator     - Electric hot pot
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     Other Facilities

This on-campus hospital provides students, staff, and 
community members with medical treament from  
physicians, dermatology services, Chinese medicine, 
child clinics, dental services and holistic health services. 
The hospital aims to combine Thai traditional medicine 
with western medicine. 
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 7563

The sports complex offers various indoor sports facilities 
including fitness rooms and an outdoor olympic sized 
swimming pool.
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 7821

MFU Hospital

Indoor Stadium 
and Sports Complex 
(Chalermprakiat Building)

An arboretum-like park where arboriculture attractions 
can be appreciated, displaying thousands of plant and 
traditional medicinal herb varieties.
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 7082

Wanaphirom Park
and MFU Botanical Garden
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A licensed on-campus post office offering all forms of 
postal services. The office opens Monday to Friday from  
08.00 hrs. to 16.00 hrs., and is located on the first floor 
of D1 Building.
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 6170

MFU Book Centre is a centre for distribution and sale of 
books, educational materials, stationery, and a variety 
of university souvenirs. 
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 7020-4

The Bangkok Bank is located on the first floor of D1 
Building.
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 2209-13
The Government Savings Bank is located next to  
the MFU Book Centre on the University Avenue.
Tel: +66 (0) 5391 2441

Post Office

MFU Book Centre

Banks

WiFi Name:   MFU
UserName:   guest
password:    mfu2015

Free WiFi
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Protective helmets or seatbelts must always be worn when entering, 
departing, and driving within the campus by everyone (including 
passengers). 
Vehicles may park only in designated parking areas. 
Traffic moves on the left side of the road.
The speed limit on the highway is 90 kilometres per hour.  
In urban areas, the speed limit is 50 or 60 kilometres per hour.  
Pay very close attention when driving: English directional signs are 
very small, and some signs are only in Thai.  

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

Drivers must have a valid license.

Within the MFU campus, free public transportation is provided 
in the form of EVT (electronic vehicular transport) vehicles.  
The E V T vehic les  t ravel  to  speci f ic  “E V T stops” within  
the university at  regular scheduled inter vals.  Signs are  
provided in both English and Thai at most buildings, centres, 
and zones, and a map of the campus is provided in this  
handbook. 
To  t r a v e l  i n t o  t o w n  o r  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  t a x i s  c a n 
be called onto the campus to pick you up and take you to 
your desired location, or you can use the blue or green  
“song-tews”, which are similar to minibuses. However, unlike 
taxis,  the song-tews will  only stop on the highway or at 
certain places in town (though the cost is much lower than  
a taxi).   It the event that the visiting scholar wishes to rent a vehicle, 
it is important to note that:

Transportation
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International Phone Calls
It is very easy to make international phone calls from Thailand. 
Depending on your preference, international calls can be 
made over the internet via Skype, Line, or your programme  
of choice on a computer,  or can be made via telephone.  
Mobile telephone networks and carriers allow international calls  
to  be made from normal  Thai  s im cards,  which can be  
purchased from almost every phone shop and certain convenience  
stores, including top up cards and prepaid slips for prepaid sim cards.  
If your phone is locked, the store can help you unlock your telephone to  
allow the use of Thai sim cards. However, the cost of the call will  
vary depending on the sim and/or selected phone plan.

How to dial an international phone number
Example international number:
+44 (0) 20 8856 5997
  
 +44  is the country code (in this case, England). 
 (0)     is the local code; ignore this digit when making 
  an international call. 
 20  is the city code (in this case, London). 

The remaining digits (8856 5997) are the specific telephone numbers. 
International calls require an international prefix. 
For Thailand, the international prefix is 001. 
Therefore, to call the above number from Thailand, 

you would dial: 001-44-20-8856-5997
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     Thailand and Chiang Rai

Climate

What to Wear

Business Hours

Local Time

Thailand has a tropical climate, with three distinct seasons: hot from 
March to June, wet from July to October, and cool from November  
through February. The temperature in Chiang Rai is 28°C (83°F) on  
average, ranging from 40°C in April to15°C in December.

Light, loose cotton clothing is best. Synthetic materials should 
be avoided. Sweaters are needed in the cool season, especially in  
the evening or when visiting mountainous areas or national parks.  
Jackets may be necessary. Polite, modest dress is required when 
entering temples or palaces.

Most offices open from 08.00 hrs. to 16.00 hrs. from Monday to Friday, 
except on public holidays. However, offices may be closed during  
the lunch hour.  Many stores are open 12 hours a day, seven days a week.

GMT +7 hours.
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Electricity

Thai Food

Currency

The electric system is 220 Volt AC (50 cycles).  There are many types of 
plugs, so carrying a plug adapter kit is recommended.

Thai food offers a variety of flavours and tastes, mixing herbs, spices 
and market-fresh ingredients for a special culinary experience. Eating 
ranks high on the Thai scale of pleasure; and meals are informal 
affairs. The main staple is rice, accompanied by a variety of dishes that 
can be eaten in almost any order and seasoned to individual taste.  
Several condiments such as fish sauce and chilli peppers are usually 
present at every meal.  Most often, there will also be a soup of some 
kind, along with curry, a steamed or fried dish, a salad, and one or more 
basic sauces. Desserts may consist of fresh fruit or one of the many 
traditional Thai sweets.

THB = Thai Baht, there are 100 Satang in 1 THB. Notes are issued in 
denominations of 1,000 THB (grey), 500 THB (purple), 100 THB (red), 
50 THB (blue), and 20 THB (green).  There are 10, 5, 2, and 1 THB coins, 
as well as 50 and 25 Satang coins.  Most foreign currencies and  
traveller’s cheque are easily changed at banks, hotels, or money 
changers.
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Sending and Receiving Money  in Thailand
Due to advanced technology in the banking industry, sending a small 
amount of money (less than 10,000 US dollars), to Thailand is easy. 
Banks in Thailand do not use an International Bank Account Number 
(IBAN); instead, they use the SWIFT coding system for bank transactions. 
Here are some methods used to send money to Thailand:

Via Western Union Many people find this method convenient, 
inexpensive  and quick. This service is a retail money transfer with 
no bank account required and is very useful in emergency cases.  
The fees vary depending on the amount, the country you send  
from and the country you send to. If you send more than  
1,000 US dollars, additional personal information and explanation 
may be required.
Bank transfer  This is convenient if both the sender and the recipient 
have a bank account. The sender requests an international bank 
transfer at their bank. The money transfer can take up to five days 
depending on the bank. Not all bank branches do international 
money transfers and fees will apply.
International money order  This is inconvenient because it can 
be cashed only at certain bank branches, and banks in Thailand 
charge a high fee for cashing money orders.
Sending a debit card to a recipient in Thailand The sender 
provides a debit card such as Visa or Master  Card to the recipient, 
with the pin number sent separately. The recipient can withdraw 
money directly from an ATM machine in Thailand. This way,  
the sender can control how much money is put into the account 
and can stop the account access at any time.

-

-

-

-
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Exchanging Money in Thailand
It is easy and convenient to exchange money when you first arrive at 
the airport. You should exchange just enough for a few days because 
you can get a better rate from bank in town or from money exchange 
booths. An easy way to access your money from your home country 
is to use an ATM card with the PLUS, Cirrus, or STAR logo. You can 
also use a major credit card to get Thai currency from your account 
back home. However, be mindful that until you have a Thai bank 
account, withdrawal fees will be higher. Fees vary from bank-to-bank.  
Also, you should alert your bank and credit card company that you will 
be traveling in Thailand before you leave home. The bank may detect 
what it may think are unauthorised withdrawals and put a hold on 
your accounting learning you with no access to your money.

There are always unforeseen problems when you need to get cash 
right way. Therefore, you should have some extra cash and traveller’s 
checks as backup. Only carry enough cash for your expense for the day, 
or only an amount that you are comfortable using. Check with your 
dormitory about leaving your valuables in a safe place.

Thai banks are closed on public holidays.  Some branches in town such 
as Central Plaza and Big C, are opened on weekends. ATM machines are 
usually accessible24-hours a day, located outside banks, convenience 
stores, and other popular locations.

Online  This is a safe and easy way to make an online payment 
and can also be used to send money to someone. PayPal lets you 
send money to anyone with an e-mail address. It is free, and works 
with your existing credit card and current bank account. There are 
a few ways to do this. Go to www.paypal.com to learn more about 
how to sign up and other details.

-
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Chiang Rai
Chiang Rai is the northernmost province of Thailand with a population 
of approximately 1,200,000 people; it covers 11,678 square meters 
elevated approximately 580 metres above sea level. The area  
is mountainous, and scattered with forests and abundant fields 
and intersected by gently flowing rivers. The north of Chiang Rai 
converges to form the “Golden Triangle”: Myanmar is easily accessible to  
the north, while Lao PDR can be accessed both north and east; Phayao 
province is adjacent to Chiang Rai to the south, and Chiang Mai province  
is adjacent to the west. Chiang Rai is 785 km from Bangkok, the capital 
of Thailand. 

Chiang Rai, founded in 1262 by King Meng Rai, was the first capital 
of the Lanna Thai Kingdom (“The Kingdom of a Million Rice Fields”). 
Later conquered by Myanmar, it was not until 1786 that Chiang Rai 
was reclaimed as Thai territory, and was proclaimed a province during  
the reign of King Rama VI in 1910. However, Chiang Rai culture remains 
distinctive. Due to its Lanna origins, Chiang Rai has food, music, art, and 
a language unique to the region.

Today, Chiang Rai is a traveller’s paradise endowed with abundant natural 
tourist attractions and antiquities. The province itself is evidence of a past 
civilisation. 

Attractions range from the magnificent mountain scenery to ruins 
of ancient settlements.  There are a multitude of Buddhist shrines, 
historic sites, and ethnic art, as the province is also home to several 
indigenous groups who maintain fascinating lifestyles. Many minority 
groups live in the mountains of Chiang Rai, forming their own  
“hill tribe” communities with their own cuisine, language, and art.  
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Some hill tribe communities have opened their homes and villages to 
tourists, and trips can be arranged to observe their unique lifestyles,  
such as the Karen, Akha, and Yao hill tribes. For those interested in  
the natural side of Chiang Rai, jungle trekking is recommended along 
various trails. Chiang Rai, which tends to be a little more “laid back” now 
competes as Chiang Mai as a hub for reaching tourist attractions and is 
quickly becoming a popular escape.

The food of Northern Thailand is as distinctive as its culture.  
Sticky rice is preferred, and northern-style curries are generally milder 
than those of Central and North-Eastern Thai curries. The influence of  
the neighbouring countries are evident in many dishes, such as  
Kang Hang Le, which relies on ginger, tamarind, and turmeric for its flavor, 
and Khao Soy, which is an egg-noodle curry dish with meat, onions, and 
pickled cabbage.

Markets

Chiang Rai Night Bazaar is located near the bus station in  
the centre of town. The market consists of many small stands 
lining the streets, offering a multitude of items from food and 
clothing to pets and perfumes. The Night Bazaar also displays many  
works of Thai and Lanna Art of various forms and mediums  
for purchase.  

Chiang Rai Walking Street is open on Saturdays from 18.00 hrs. to  
22.00 hrs. , and is located the centre of town. It offers a very diverse 
variety of products sold from both stalls and shops in the area, in 
addition to performances by members of the Chiang Rai community 
of all ages. 

Chiang Rai Night Bazaar

Chiang Rai Walking Street
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Central Shopping Mall is Chiang Rai’s main shopping centre, and  
includes a  high- end supermarket  with many popular 
western foods and food components, an English-language 
movie theatre showing the latest movies,  and popular 
shopping outlets. It is located on the superhighway slightly 
south of the main town, and is easily accessible by all forms  
of transportation.  

FREE transportation between Central Shopping Mall and MFU 
is provided in the form of yellow mini-buses every day except  
Monday. (Call Centre: +66 (0) 5202 0999)

 Central Shopping Mall  ->   MFU          ->  Central Shopping Mall
                 14.00 hrs.              ->   14.30 hrs.   ->              15.00 hrs.
                 17.00 hrs.              ->   17.30 hrs.   ->              18.00 hrs.
                 18.00 hrs.              ->   18.30 hrs.   ->              19.00 hrs.
                 21.00 hrs.              ->   22.00 hrs.        

Big C Department Store/Hypermart is a department store  
providing all necessities including groceries, clothing, and  
drugstores. Big C is also on the superhighway and easily accessible. 

Central Shopping Mall

Big C

Department Stores and Shopping Centres

Fah Thai Market is located on the superhighway approximately  
50m from the entry road to the Mae Fah Luang University campus. 
It is a popular shopping spot for the MFU community, and provides 
many popular Thai and Northern Thai dishes. 

Fah Thai Market
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Wat Rong Khun approximately is situated 13 km from the city.  
This unique modern temple was designed and built by artist 
Chaloemchai Khositphiphat in 1998. The temple is entirely white, 
and is decorated with building, statues and architectural designs 
that are also completely white. A gallery exhibits the paintings 
of Chaloemchai Khositphiphat, who is constantly designing 
new ideas and art for the temple. The temple opens daily from  
08.00 hrs. - 17.00 hrs. and entry is free. 

Baan Dam is a magnificent work of art by national artist Thawan 
Duchanee. Baan Dam, which translates directly as “Black House”, 
is composed of over 30 small black houses made of different 
materials in unique styles and designs. Within the houses are 
combinations of displays of Thawan’s various works of art, 
including paintings, sculptures, animal bones, skins, horns, and 
precious metals from around the world. The buildings are in  
the form of Balinese and Burmese architecture, and display art dating 
back to the Ayutthaya Period. Admission is free, but not open for tour 
groups. 

Wat Rong Khun (The White Temple)

Baan Dam (The Black House)

Temples and Museums
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“Rai Boon Rawd”, owned by the Boon Rawd Brewery Group,  
is an agricultural farm that promotes the concept of agro-tourism.  
The farm provides inside tours on their farming products, such as barley 
rice fields, a tea plantation, seasonal fruits and flowers. A restaurant  
is also available on a hilltop overlooking the entire landscape. 

The Hall of Opium was established to educate people about  
the dangers of opium use.  Highly educational and highly  
entertaining, the museum traces the history of opium from 
5,000 years ago to current issues of drug use and addiction. 
The background of the museum establishment is l inked to  
the fact that the Golden Triangle used to be one of the largest  
producers of opium in the past. However, through decades 
of development and active campaigns bythe Royal Projects  
and Doi Tung Development Project, the production and use of 
opium has greatly declined.  

Doi Tung is 1389 metres above sea level, a steep mountain of the Thai 
Highlands and home to the Doi Tung Development Project, a collection 
of the Late Princess Mother’s lifelong dedication to development  
work. Doi Tung provides spectacular views of both Burma 
and Thailand,  in addition to housing Wat Phra That Doi Tung 
(a temple) and Doi Tung Royal Vil la,  the former residence 
of  the Late Pr incess Mother.  Doi  Tung Royal  Vi l la  is  now  
a museum which displays her benevolent work to improve  
the quality of life for local hill tribe communities. On the slopes  
below the royal villa are the Mae Fah Luang Gardens, a botanical park. 

Boon Rawd Farm

Hall of Opium

Doi Tung
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Religious Sites

• Huay Plu Temple
   Moo 9, Tha Sud, Muang, Chiang Rai

• Phra Kaew Temple
   Trairat Road, Muang, Chiang Rai

• Baan Athitaan Church
   Ban Du, Muang, Chiang Rai

• Chiang Rai International Christian Fellowship 
   Dendamrongsat Church, Den Ha, Muang, Chiang Rai

• Darunaman Mosque
   Isaraparb Road, Muang, Chiang Rai 

• Masjid Almadinah Maechan Chiangrai
   57 Moo 14, Mae Chan, Chiang Rai 

Buddhist Temples

Christian Churches

Muslim Mosques 
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     Important  Services

    Immigration Offices
Chiang Rai Immigration Office (Mae Sai)

Chiang Rai Immigration Office (Visa Section)

Chiang Mai Immigration Office

Bangkok Immigration Office

117 Moo 1, Wang Phang Kham, Mae Sai, Chiang Rai 57130
Tel: +66 (0) 5373 1008 Ext. 23  Fax: +66 (0) 5373 1009
Office Hours: 08.30 hrs. to 16.30 hrs.  Monday-Friday

One Stop Service, Chiang Rai Provincial Administrative Organization
Near Mae Fah Luang - Chiang Rai International Airport 
Tel: +66 (0) 5317 5376  Fax: +66 (0) 5317 5377
Office Hours: 08.30 hrs. to 16.30 hrs.  Monday-Friday

71 Moo 3, Airport Road, Muang, Chiang Mai 50200
Tel: +66 (0) 5320 1755 Ext. 6
Office Hours: 08.30 hrs. to 16.30 hrs.  Monday-Friday

507 South Sathon Road, Soi Suan Phlu, Bangkok
Tel. +66 (0) 2287 3101-10
Office hours: 08.30 hrs. to 16.30 hrs.  Monday-Friday
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Emergency Numbers

Airports

Ms. Warunee Kaewboonruang (Noi)
IAD Staff
International Affaris Division
Office of the President (AD1 Building), on the Ground floor                 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ms. Nuya Leewanich
Head of International Affairs Division
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chiang Rai Tourist Police
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

08 7303 1659

08 8268 6956

0 5371 7796, 0 5374 0249

 warunee.kae@mfu.ac.th

nuya.lee@mfu.ac.th

Suvarnabhumi International Airport
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Donmueng International Airport
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mae Fah Luang - Chiang Rai International Airport
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

0 2132 1888

0 2535 1111

0 5379 8000

www.suvarnabhumiairport.com

www.donmueangairport.com

www.chiangraiairportthai.com
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Thai Airways International
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thai Smile Airways
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bangkok Airways
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thai Air Asia
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Nok Air
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thai Lion Air
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Orient Thai
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Green Bus
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Nakhonchai Air
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sombat Tour
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

0 2288 7000

0 2118 8888

1771

0 2515 9999

1318

0 2529 9999

1126

0 5370 5739

1624

0 2792 1444

 www.thaiairways.com

www.thaismileair.com

www.bangkokair.com

www.airasia.com

www.nokair.com

www.lionairthai.com

www.flyorientthai.com

 www.greenbusthailand.com

www.nca.co.th

www.sombattour.com

Airlines

Buses
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Note:
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International Affairs Division
Mae Fah Luang University

Chiang Rai 57100 Thailand
Tel:  +66 (0) 5391 6090
Fax: +66 (0) 5391 6023

www.mfu.ac.th
inter@mfu.ac.th
facebook.com/inter.mfu
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